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tions which begin to-day will deal with 
“certain. outstanding: points.” The chief 
of these. points, beyond doubt, is the price 
which Great Britain’s Ministry.of Food 
proposes to pay for Irish agricultural 
goods. Irish farmers were discontented to 


Coleridge, who seems to have been a bit 
of a pessimist so far as: the weather: was 
concerned—it was he who first “wrote: 
‘Summer has set in with: his’ usual 
severity ’’—once remarked that spring | 
‘comes. slowly up this way, and just now 
we are inclined to agree with him; Never- 
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mixed. up our astronomical calculations, 


prices, as originally fixed, were low. Since 
then they have been improved substan- 
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of it up to the present is no reason for 
agreeing with Tom Hood that “there's no 
such season,” and still less excuse íor con- 
signing it to an untimely end. To-day is 
May .eve, and,. though we observe no 
longer the appropriate rites—Tennyson’s 
girl friend now has an alarm clock, in any 
case—there should be enough of tradition 


however, certain commodities—in par- 
ticular, butter—which, in our farmers’ 
opinion, do not fetch a sufficient price; 
and we must hope that the efforts of our 
representatives will be successful in these 
respects. Dairy produce from Ireland must 
be more than ever desirable in British 
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JOINT 
aed and foliage lagging lamentably there is 
consolation in the thought that there still 
remain three full weeks in which the earth 
can make amiends and prepare to usher 
in Spenser’s’ “ Jolly ‘Sommer ”’’ properly 
apparelled. These people who are trying 
to rush the summer on us do not séem to 
have realised that in doing so they are also 
bringing autumn nearer, '“ That's spring ; 
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ported more than a fraction of the Danes’ 
output, and never can hope to reach that | 
level until Irish methods of production 
are as effective as those of the Danes; yet 
much can be done under the stimulus of 
good, guaranteed prices. On the other 
Rand, Ireland is in néed of help from 
‘England. ‘Our farmers cannot do without 


When Dáil Eireann meets ‘aches it will 
be asked: to give a second reading to ‘the 
Public. “Hospital (Ámendment) (No.. 2) 
Bill, 1940, . »Ourreaders already know 
our attitude towards this bill, the prin- 
cipal object of which is to establish in 
| Dublin a. Bed Bureau in connection with 


gam 
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eonsequence Of any fault on the part of 
the . ‘hoapitels,.: but merely because there 
been no central institution from which 
medical practitioners and others have been 
able to obtain the necessary inpeceenean 
bulk. of Dublin's. citizens, bet. all the 
members of the medical profession agree 
{that a: Bed: Bureau: is urgently necessary ; 

but, ‘something ‘like consternation was 
Mam. last “week * when’ the text of “the 
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misleading statements continue to be made 
over the radio and in the Sunday Press | 
it yet may: require a declaration by the 
Governnient to convince the general’ public 
that spring, summer, autumn and winter 
begin on March 21st, June 22nd, Septem- 
ber, 23rd, and December 22nd respectively. 
So far as the spring is concerned, how 
ever, the Irish people only have to re- 
member that the Spring Show at Balls- 
bridge takes place on May. 7th and the 
four, following days. If summer ná [é 
“with.the 1st May, as some persons would 
have ms: believe; the title of ‘the Show 
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very difficult to charter British shipping, 
because the British need their ships for 
their own purposes; the alternative is to 
charter neutral vessels, and; as the Dail 
has been informed at least once, the cost 
of neutral shipping is all but prohibitive. 
Clearly the best and cheapest course is to 
buy from. Great Britain as much as Great 
Britain i is prepared to sell, The presence 
‘of Mr. Sean Lemass in the deputation to 
London | suggests that this problem. of 
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coincidence that famous beauties in every 
country in the world say that: there are no 
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